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HABS
EDWARD SAMRINGTOS HCUSE IltIf»Rov
66 wilidlame Street = >
FROVIDESGE, REQDE ISLAND 25

Cvner:

Date of Trecticn:

Arcghitect:
“gilder:

Frecent Jondition:

Humeer of Btories

soteriasle of
Songtructlon!

Otier ¥Existing Hecorgs:

rbede Ieland Bcnool of Neslgn
dvout LA131#13 ) 3rd story added
Freveoly John Bonlden Greene
John Jorlie

Tery good

3} stories~~originally 21 stories

Brick structure witi wocd znd brown-
gtone triw. Hes 2 hivved roof with
menitor, four exterior ciilmneys,two
story vorch.

Recorder of Deeds Ofiice, TeX Assess~—
ors Plat and Recorde, City Hall, Prove
idence, ¥, I,

Jwaers & Cceounants of the Lete,
Houses and Shope in tne Town of Prov-
icence, &, I. in 179% also 1759, oy
Henry Y. Chece, vnrinted in 1G1d,

“ne Hpode Ieland Guide, P.27%, ref-
erence, nrinted in LG3%/.

rrovidence 1n “Jolcuial Times, vnages
%67.269 ) references, 4.8 ?imnal1

Cl¢ Providence, ¥.37, references,
Lercpnants J—Llondl Bank, nrinted in
1915,



= Recordo:
OltlLUPR)

Adcditionn) Datsa:
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Rarly Homee of Hnode Islzand-Down-
ing, references PP.E69-*QO~'J5—';7
Bl=%z2-%%%,  P,E%0, nhotogravh
enowing Uedlmente pruei and d00T-
way and early ninete e1tr ceantury
Jhinese wallvpaver. Page BWV, vhoto-
gravn snowing wantel in southwest
chamuer,

Hrode Ielend Hie orical BSocliety
=. I. Bicgramnnical Encyclovnedis,
Adeterence P.%l--1ife history of
Edward COnrrington.

Providence Journal, Avril 12, 1636,
nnotegranne, exterior of acuse, aleo
vrctegraons snoving the esst side of
the house, the svall nrojecting nor-
tion beiny tre office puilding in
wiplcn the first fdward Sarrinston
conducted his extensive snipving
pusiness 1in the Ze=st Indis trade.
Anotner mnotozranh skowing the south
porior; fireplsce witn the portrait
of CLd General Zarrington, the first
E¢ward, built in the mantel, Anothner
view of the sountr v-rior, snowing
the vescock-studded old walilpaper.
Tie pzper is nearly as old as the
house. 1% was gsnecially manuiac~
tured in Zoina for the nouse,(in the
prexground)can be seen the north par-
lor, filled with Oninese objects,

An 1QL“r€utiqc srticle oun the life

of Zdward Carrington =2vneared in the-
Providence Journal,anril 12,1936,
wnich reads in vart zs follows: "In
rrofusicn on the firet floor =re the
Groinese ovjects of a2rt, pieces of
farniture, crests, lanterns, ststuettes
angd vnorcelains from the Crient. Con-
anicuous among ther =re two figures of
& noble Chinese gentlewen and 1ady,
ricnly garmented “and stendi ng more _
then three feet tall, in corner nichesg
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Additional Dota: Of three rooms on the first floor

(continued) velieved pavered with the original
wallpaper, the scuth porlow is
particularly nothworthy. It is a
handsome atfair, with naired neacocks
predominating, but witn other birds,
putterfiies and bamboo blossoms lend-
ing their color.

e large main block of the building
is nesrly saguere, witn tne ell, thne
office and numerous outovulldings added.
viie latter are grouped arcund a spa-
cious courtyard in = manner almost un-
igue in the Horth, making a spot full
ot atmosvunere. The old arciwasy lead-
ing %0 Power Street is still in its
orizinal spot, Doz trough and well
head are other survivals.

. Tne front door 1s &« heavy one, but. so

o - well hung that it still swings essily

\., and correctly. Zonsolcucus on it is
a very large brass box lock, set ur-
side down because it 1is of the wrong
"hand", as it is called, for toe door.
[4% is a right-nanded door, while the
lock is for a left-handed one., The
old locke could not be reversed in
thelr interior mecnsanism as today's
can and the kevhole often ned to up-
side-down, as here,

In front of the strlrs 1s =n arch,
built against the draughts wnich
must hzsve made o0ld houses unoomiort-
able. The arch is closed with wood
and glass. Above the transom is a
leaded tovlignt of wuch charm and
siwnlicity, wnile the treatment be-
low is unusual. A panelled pilaster
in the centre ccorresponds to the
filuted colurn a2t eachn side against
the wall and one half of the area
under the arcn is a door, fthe left

:~ s ' veing » solid panelling.
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AdZitional Data: ine uncommon arrangement of the pil-
(continued) aster instead of the opening was made
necessary vy the staircase which
starts immedistely benind the doorwsy.

In the ceiling is the original c¢ircu-
lar centre plece, around the hanger

of the lamp, the lstter haoving first
nung in toe hall of the Dorr House on
Benefit S8treet. A century old clock
and a fine card table are notable
vileces of furniture here, while a
Jrinese dragon scowls in ancient fury
trom over the front door."

Transcript of Deeds
CityHall, Providence, .IL.

1. 1790 George Corlis devised the lot to his
son, Jonn Cerlie.

’ 2. John Jorlis built the two storyv house
‘ velcre 1812,

3. Qctover 14, 1412 Jonn Jorlis sold the land and build- 5
ings to Edward Carrington of rrovidence.

b, December 2%, 1543 Edward Jarrington dieq.

5, ' Edward Carcington, 2nd, recelved esw
tate by inheritauce, R

G. On death of Edward Csrrington, 2nd,
proverty left to widow, Tandace Craw-
ford Dorr Tarrington, a iife interest.

7- : On death of Jsndace Crawford Dorr
: “a Tington, oroperty left to daugnter,
nnie Ives varrington, one-nnlf in-
terevt and one-half interest to gon,
Fdward ,arrington 3rd,

z. o Annie Ives ’pvrinéton married Gama-
liel L. Dwight,¥.D,, had one Cﬂild

: : o o Largarethe Lj,rman D'Nigrt .
) g 9} _ | On death of Dr. Dwight, bis widow,

Annie Ives Carrington ﬂmignt_marrled
-ﬁllLiam Anes., '




10.

15.
16.
17.

1.

December 30,

Jamary &,

S January 4,

April 12,

1914

1914,

1537 .
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On deatn of Annie Ives Carringtcen
Dwignt Ames, her husipand William
Ames 1ieg trustee under the 7th
clavse of ner will,

Edward Carrington,?rd, married
lirs. kary Fessenden Sayles Washburn.

filliam Ames, trustee, died

Wo trustee from ¥arch &, 1914
until Pecemper 3, 1935,

Theodore ¥rancls Greeun, executor,
under the will of Edward Uarrington,
srd, petitioned the Superior Court
to ve avrointed as a trustee to act
in the niace 2and stend of Wiliiam
Lwee {deceased).

Petition grented.
Petition recorded.

Tneodore Francie Green of Providence
under toe Jourt Degree zg Trustee,
sold to largarethe. Lywman Twight.
Jonsideration $1.00

Hargaretne Lyman Dwight conveyed to
tne “hcde Ieland School of Desgign of
Preovidence, lot of land, tuildings
and improverments known as the "Carr-
inzton Estate! | as a nermsnent memn-
orial of three genersations of Edward
Jarringtons by the last memoer of
tue fourtih generation to be krown as
The Jarrinsgion Homesiead,

ot A Comenre

Philin #. Oreer
Mlgtrict Ofiicer for
Hnode Isgland.
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EDWARD CARRINGTON HOUSE gf:BS
)-#—PROV, '
Address: 66 Williams Street, Providence, Providence 2o-

County, Rhode Island.

An addendum to
Carrington House

66 Willisms Street
Providence, Rhode Island
in HABS Catalog (1941)

Pregent Owner: Washington Irving
Presentlgse: Following the present thorough restoration, the

house will be occupied as a dwelling by the
present owners.

Brief Statement This brick mansion was the home of Generel Edward

of Significance: Carrington, a very successful merchent and trader
who assembled an outstanding collection of furnish-
ings, including meny Chinese things, for this house
in the early 19th century.

b I. HIST INFO
A, Physieal Higtory

1. Original and subsequent owners: The present house was
begun for John Corlis c¢. 18i1.
In 1812 Corlis sold a two~story brick house deaigned
on a conservative 18th century plan with a central hall that
wa8 gymmetrically flanked by two rooms on each side to
Edward Carrington, who soon after enlerged and altered
the houge to its present form. The house remoined in
the Carrington family for four generations passing to
Carrington's son Edward Carrington, his grandson Edward
Carrington and finally his great-granddaughter Miss
Margarethe L. Dwight. Miss Dwight gave the house and
its contents to the Rhode Island School of Design in
1936 in order that the house with its collection of
furnishings might be preserved as & museum. It was
open 88 a house museum from 1936 until 1961 when it
was returned to private ownership, being sold to the
present owner, and the collections of furniture dis-
persed. :

2. Date of erection: Begun ¢. 1811, completed as a_tﬁbé .
story house 1812. Completed in ifts present form‘soon_._f

after 1812.
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‘ o Notes on original plens and
' 3. Notes on alteratlons and additions: The following

notes on the history of the house, notes on original
plans, alterations, and additions are transcribed
from Antoinette F. Downing, "The Fate of Carrington

House," Rhode Islaud History, vol. XXI, pp. 5-6.

"In 1812 Carrington purchased from John Corlis a two-story brick
house on Willismg Street, which was of conservative and typical
eighteenth century plan, designed with a central hall and two sym-
metrically srranged rooms opening from either side (The déed of pur-
chase dated Oct. 14, 1812, and deeds for additional land between
¥illiams and Power streets, Carrington Papers.). Bills show that
he was soon engaged in building operations which included mill.
construction and building a house on Westminster Street (at Srnow
Street) with his 0ld friend Samuel Snow. He added a third story
to his own house, finishing it with a handsome roof balustrade
and built the unusual two-gtory portico on the south front. A
detailed order to B. Sturgis for carving the eight Corinthian and
eight Ionic capitals for the portico is also included in the papers.
Carrington is credited with various interior changes, particularly
in the hall where the front part is separated from the swiftly curving
delicately detailed staircase by & double door (with one leaf fixed
to conceal the stairs) sbove which is set a leaded glass fan light.

. "The wallpaper in the parlor, decorated with floral designs and

il rare birds, peacocks, etc., one of the glories of the house was
hand-painted in China for the room (Hugh Gourley IILI, TCarrington
House, Providence, Rhode Island,' Antigques, February, 1961, p. 183.).

"The beautiful wallpaper in the Carringhton House is to be care-
fully restored. Other wallpapers in the house were printed by
Joseph Dufour and Company of Paris in the second and third decades
of the nineteenth century and are egually important. . . . The north
drewing room of Carrington House is hung with Dufowr’s Indisn landscapes
printed in 181% while the set telling the story of Telemachus on the
Island of Calypso and published in 1825 is hung in the library.

"Changes made in the house later, probably by the second Mr.
Carrington, including installing the Greek Revival style marble
mentelpieces (ca. 1845). This Mr. Carrington may also have been
responsible for the niches in the north drewing room since Mr. Robert
Paul Dart of the Oriental Department in the Boston Museum of Fine
Arts thinks that the lerger pair of mandarin figurines, for which
the niches were designed, date from about 1840. Cuts in the floor
boards here indicate that cupboards originally flanked the wide
doorway leading from the north to the south drawing rooms., These
were evidently removed to install the niches.

_ Mt the northeast corner of the mein house stands the little two-
f ggy brick building where General Carrington conducted some of hlS
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voluninous business affairs. Like other such early office buildings
it was originally set so that eutrances and exiis were separated from
the main house in order to keep the main house free from business
callers. , . ."

FAN m ces of Information:

The Biographical Cyelopedia of Representative Men of
Rhode Island (Providence, 188l), pp. 81-82.

John Hutchins Cady, The Clvie and Architectural Develop-

ment_of Providence 1636-1950 (Providence, Rhode Island:
The Book Shop, 1957).

John Hutehins Cady, HABS Iuventory prepared November
19, 1956.

Antoinette F. Downing, Eerly Homes of Rhode Island
(Richmond, Virginia: Carrett and Massie, 1937), pp.

350, 365, 367, 371, 382-387.

Antoinette F. Downing, "The Fate of Carrington House,"
ode Island History, vol. XXI, no. 1 (January, 1962),
pp. 1-7. This article discusses the return of the house
to private ownership in 1961, and the disperssl of the

collection of furnishings.

Hugh Gourley III, “Carrington House, Providence, Rhode
Island,” ,&._r_lzigges, February, 1961.

Henry Russell Hitchcock, Jr., Rhode Islend Architecture
(Providence: Rhode Tsland Museum Press, 1939), p. 33,

plate 26.
Historical Events Connected with the Structure:

Edward Carrington (1773-1843) was one of the grest post-
Revolutionary merchants, who amassed a great fortune in the
Chine trade, and later in cotton manufacturing. He served
as United States consul in Canton until the War of 1812, and
in 1815 he established the firm of Edward Carrington and
Company. Carrington was the chief promoter of the Blackstone
Canal connecting Providence and Worcester, finished in 1328
just four years before the railway which eaused 1ts early
failure was completed. Carrington was elected to the Rhede
Island General Assembly several times, and was a ma,jo:r general
of the state militia,

Likely Sources Not Yet Investigated:

A vast collection of Carrington business and family papers
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was recently given to the Rhode Island Historical Soclety
by the Carrington heirs. These are currently being studied
by Jacques M. Downs, and it is intended that the papers
will be published.

Prepared by Osmund R. Overby, Architect
Netional Park Service
March 1962




